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(54) ELECTRIC MASK GENERATOR FOR ELECTRONIC ENDOSCOPE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an electric mask 
generator that can prevent a part of a magnified image from 
being hidden by a mask and can shorten the time required 
for generating an electric mask so as to quickly display an 
observed image to which the mask is given. 
SOLUTION: A microcomputer 1 1 reads mask bit stream 
data in a different size corresponding to image 
magnification/reduction from a ROM 12 and writes a 
prescribed magnification mask signal denoting one-pixel 
information in one-bit to a mask generating memory 15. The 
microcomputer 1 1 reads the mask signal in the mask 
generating memory 15 and a mask mix circuit 16 uses a 
shift register or the like to mix the mask signal with an 
image signal in an observed object. Thus, the mask signal 
can be written in the memory 15 in a time decreased to 1/8 
in comparison with that of a conventional mask generator 
thereby reducing the mask switching operating time at 
magnification. 
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